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                                          Vol. II “The Princes”

                                           By Stanisław Dumin

  The Grand Duchy of Lithuania, Rus and Zmudz sprang up as a result of the union of western and southern lands of Kievian Rus and territories inhabited with Baltic tribes of Lithuanians and Samogitians (Zmudzians) in one State. After the Tatar invasion, the western Russian principalities managed to escape the Horde yoke with the help of the Lithuanian dukes.  The union of Slavs and Balts terminated any extension of the Livonian and Teutonic German knight Orders’ power in this region. 
   The Duchy of Lithuania and Rus, as this eastern European power was officially named, was a common State of Slavs and Balts just from the moment of its rise in the historical arena, i.e. from mid—XIII c. Lithuanian dukes had taken ducal “thrones” in Novogrudk, Polotsk, Vitebsk and then in many other Russian towns, (and the) armed forces that came with them grasped the Slavonic language fast and the local populations’ higher culture too.  Many of them became members of the Orthodox Church.  Catholicism penetrated to Lithuania from the West.  Mindove (Mindaugas), duke of Lithuania was baptized and received the king’s crown from the Pope expecting to put to an end the Order’s knights’ continual raids into Lithuania. But several years after the coronation of the king of Lithuania, he returned to paganism.  His son Voyshelk, that came to power after Mindove was assassinated by dukes-plotters, was an orthodox monk and planned to accept orthodoxy in Lithuania.  Voyshelk’s assassination by his rival, the prince of Galich, while negotiating, prevented that. 
  Further, prime of Grand duchy of Lithuania is bound up first of all with names of dukes Gediminas, Algirdas and Kestutis, represented of a new Lithuanian dynasty that came to fruition as a result of the bitter fight with rivals—the dukes of other Lithuanian lands.

  Gediminians—ducal families of Gediminias Grand duke of Lithuania (d.1341) extraction, (?) had eight sons of whom Vytautas, Monvid, Cori-?, Michael and Lubarth—Dimitry had scions on down in the second or third generation, but scions of the others—Norimantas—Gleb, Algirdas, Alexander, Yavnut—Ivan and Kestutis made up families that are usually called “Gediminians.”
   The latest historians consider Skirmunt’s son Traidenis to be a Gediminian ancestor who headed in 1268 the Lithuanian dukes’ insurrection against Voyshelk’s son-in-law Shvarn Danielovich, prince of Volhyn that ascended the throne of Lithuania for a short time. Traidenis’s three brothers were lost in the blood-bath but Shvarn was ousted and soon died and Traidenis having become a Grand duke restored unity of the Lithuanian lands. He was also bold and able against the German crusaders.

  In all probability Butigade (Budikid) and Butivid (Pukuver) were his sons to be exact that reigned in Lithuania in XIII c., the nineties, the first one was possibly a duke of the West Lithuania—Zmudz (Samogitia). Vytenis (d.1316) was Butivid—Pukuver’s son and his successor, his brother Gediminas succeeded him. Their two brothers reigned on Russian lands—Voin (d.1342)—in Polotsk and Fiodor (d. 1362) in Kiev.

   Gediminian forbears were pagans but from the early XIV c. turned into Christianity and from 1387, after an official acceptance of Catholicism in Lithuania, became Catholics but a considerable part of them kept orthodoxy safe.

   XVI c. Moscow fabricators, hostile to Gediminians, declared Gediminas an usurper who married to the widow of legal duke Vytenis for whom he supposedly served as a groom.  In accordance with another version, Gediminas was a scion of princes of Smolensk that served Grand prince of Moscow; being sent to collect tribute in the west—Russian lands he supposedly misappropriated collected sums and having grown rich got his way to rule over the local population.  But the appearance of influential Gediminas’s scions at Moscow Court—princes Mstislavskys, Belskys, Golitsyns, Kurakins, Trubetskoys—resulted in the rise of a new legendary genealogy that traced Gediminians’ ancestry to princes of Polotsk of the House of Rurik. 
<<General armorial>> [104] is also of this version accepted in XVI—XVII c. Russian official family registers, but no one of the historians takes this legend in earnest for a long time already.

   While serving in Moscow State, Gediminians Slavonized fast, numerous marriages to Russian princesses of Tver, Moscow, Ryazan, Smolensk, Volhyn and others made for it, nevertheless this family roots—in Lithuania.

   Gediminian ancestral Arms became <<Chase>> (Pogon-Pursuit)—an image of a racing rider in armor on a red shield (back) ground with a lifted sword to strike a blow, and a double cross on the shield.  These Arms was a State one of the Grand duchy of Lithuania.  Many of Gediminians used their own emblems too, on seals equally with the Arms <<Chase>> (Pogon-Pursuit).
So, the Arms of <<Coribut>> sprang up and were used by the dukes Vishnevetskys, Zbarazhskys and Voronetskys.  Later the Arms of <<Coribut>> started to be used by some szlachta families, also not bound with the Gediminians, e.g., Coribut Dashkevichs.  The <<Chase>> (Pogon-Pursuit image of the Lithuanian Arms is also on Russian Gediminians’ Arms as well—Golitsyns, Kurakins and Khovanskys
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