Suligowski Family Tree Branch’s

(Letter from Mr. Zagorski, translator in Australia to Leonard Suligowski)

Dear Leonard                                                                                      Melbourne March 11, 1988

   Finally I received and have translated for you one of the long awaited responses from your namesakes in Poland. I believe it brings much interesting and valuable material. Here is the explanation of the origin of the two spellings of your name and concrete proof of the link between Suligowski and the Sulima Arms.

   I shall pursue the branch living in Spain, as I have contacts there who trace themselves back to the earlier migrations. Of importance to you also are the several ties to known Polish families.
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The references to the Archbishop of Lwόw do, however pose a question. He can only be writing of John Dimitri Solikowski * (1538-1603); as to him, all Genealogists since Długosz agree, he used the Bończa Arms. Holding that the Suligowski line traces back to Zawisza Czarny (d. 1428) positively of the Sulima Arms, contradicts and excludes the possibility of changing the Coat-of-Arms. One may, nevertheless, profit by this information in so far as placing Archbishop Solikowski in the family tree gives a date prior to the change of the spelling. Hence the (Sulikowski / Suligowski)  brothers were born sometime after 1603.
Figure 1: The Famous Polish Sulima Clan Arms
   The links between your two branches will doubtless be interesting. Note that your great, great grandfather Michał had ten children just as Franciszek, grandfather of Stanisław. Franciszek may have been the brother or nephew of Michał. Franciszek came to Lublin, most likely after the November Uprising.

A propos, it would assist me greatly if you would be kind enough to once more advise me of the places where were born and domiciled Mikołaj, Michał, and the children of the latter.

   I am even now impatient for your impressions evoked by the letter. I have taken to my work with renewed vigor for, after a long and beautiful summer, exhausting though through its heat waves, we have now experienced near frosty conditions.

* (Niesiecki Vol.1 pg. 30)

Translation of reply follows:

S. M. Suligowski-

My Dear Sir, 

My sincere thanks for your letter which I received on 12th February 1988. I must confess that the comings and goings of my family are a topic of interest to a historian, gives me no small satisfaction.

   Before I relate, and may I sir, with the greatest of pleasure, all the information which is mine; Sir, with your kind permission, I will briefly touch on facts relating to my person.

I am a retired attorney (Leonard, the English would call him a Queens Council – I’m not immediately conscious of the American equivalent), a veteran – graduate of the Military Academy class of ’39 – an officer Z.W.Z. (Zwiazek Walki Zbrojnej – resistance) and the 

 ‘Armia Krajowa’ (another form of organization – the resistance to both Nazis and Communists).

   That I may satisfy your request, pass on, in synopsis, such facts as I remember, which I trust will assist you in your studies. From discussions with my father – from the Crest Sulima Suligowski – they branch from Zawisza Czarny (Zawisza the Black from Garbόw – Polish great warrior – 15th C. knight serving with Sigismund Luxembourg, Holy Roman Emperor + 1437).

   The surname from the village ‘Sulikόw’. They wrote originally, their name with a ‘k’ – Sulikowski, until two brothers quarreled greatly, and one started to use ‘g’ – Suligowski.

   My father ‘Bronisław’ (Suligowski) had his family tree reaching back to the XIV c. The tree even boasted a (Arch) Bishop of Lublin. It was lost during a Kriminal Polizei (Nazi Police) search of our house in ul. Szeroka (Wide-Broad) Street. (Radom). 

My great grandfather, Franciszek’s brother, (Suligowski) fought with Napoleon and with that army, found himself in Spain, where he wed and settled. (After Somosierra and Peninsula Campaign ended). He corresponded with the family but after Insurrections (1831 and 1863) contact was broken and the address lost. 

   I will now give you some brief facts that were given to me, as written in the diary of my aunt Kuźnicka daughter, (Maria-Sylvia Colonna-Waleska), once possessor of the inheritance of Kowala-Stepocina near Radom. She, after the early death of her mother, my aunt, Maryla Suligowski Koźnicki from Mirca, was raised by our grandmother Bronisława Suligowski-Tukałło-Cywińska and my father Bronisław.

   She died in 1985 at the age of 85 years. She was older than me by 20 years. So then, in the middle of the 19th century, Franciszek and Karolina Suligowski Kaczorowski lived in Lublin. They had 10 children, 6 sons and 4 daughters.

Sons: 

Lubomil – A veteran of the Uprising of 1863, wounded in the jaw, he was given a silver 

                   prosthesis for a pallet which gave a whistling lilt to his speech. An engineer; he 

                   built a gas works in Lublin – the first in Poland- and became its Direktor 

                   (President). He is buried in the family vault in Lublin.

Felicjan – My grandfather, a Doctor (general practitioner) in Lublin. He died at 44 years of age.

                  For his services the Town funded a marble memorial to his memory. It, with his 

                  remains, was placed in the church of the monks of St. Bernard, and now after the 

                  rebuilding of the church is located in the wall surrounding the keep of the monastery

· just opposite the entry to the church.

Adolf --    Lawyer. Professor at Warsaw University. Mayor of Warsaw. Member of Parliament 

                (Sejm) in the period between the World Wars. Warsaw boasts the ‘Street of Adolf   

                Suligowski’ by the ‘Street of the Officer Cadets’.

Joseph-    A student at the institute of Communications in Petersburg (Piotrograd). He died of 

                typhoid fever during his fourth year of studies.

Paul -    A technologist. The Representative for Bayer to the Russian Empire.

Miecyzsław- A chemical engineer. He was owner of a factory, producing gas lamps, in Łodź. 

Daughters:

Ludmiła – Stankiewicz. Married to the Notary of Kraśnik (50-56N. 13E).

Florentyna – Jaworski. Married to a Doctor of Medicine in Lublin.

Karolina – Nowakowski. Married to a professor at the School of Agriculture in Czernichόw 
                  (near Krakow). Nowakowski – formerly Dębiński. Changed their name following the 
                   1863 Uprising.

Stanisława – Spinster. She ran her brother Lubomił’s household in Lublin.

My grandfather Felicjan married Bronisława who bore him a son (Bronisław), and two daughters (Maria and Jadwiga). Maria married Władysław Kuźnicki bearing him a daughter Maria-Sylvia (l.c.) by marriage Colonna-Walewski. 

   Jadwiga married WładysławLuchta possessing large tracts of forest by Mława (53-06N. 20-23E). She bore him two sons (Fleicijan and Konrad) and two daughters (Alice –married Miłaszewski and Jadwiga married Krawczyk).

   My father Bronisław married Julia Marx, who bore him four children- Krystyna, (died at 2 years of age), Antonina, married Dobiecki, died in 1964, Janina, married Miniewicz, died in 1986, and myself. Both sisters, as volunteer nurses, were evacuated to Romania in 1939 from whence they returned to occupied Poland after the occupation of Romania by the German armies.

   My father Bronisław studied at Politechnic in Riga and was sent to Warsaw as a Representative of that Institute to attend the unveiling of the Mickiewicz Memorial in 1898. Escaping from subsequent Czarist repressions, he studied at the Antwerp Academy of Economics, graduating Suma Cum Laude. He studied together with Professor George Loth, with whom, until his death in 1950, he kept in active contact.

   I, on passing out of the Military Academy in 1939, went to the Front. Following the surrender of my 41st Armored Division under Gen. Piekarski at Tomaszόw Mazowiecki (map coordinates)- (51-32N, 20-01E) on the 29th of September, I was imprisoned at Ostrowiec Swiętokrzyski (50-57N, 21-23E). I escape to Radom, hiding in the forests.

   After the end of the War, I joined my grand-uncle Miecyzsław in Łodź.. There I completed my legal studies and married Helena Michałkiewicz. We have a son, Mark-Paul, born 1952, who married Alina Kuźniak. They have a son, Rafael-Mark, born in 1975.

   My grand-uncle Miecyzsław, had a son Ziemowid (means ‘World-Seer’), who was of my age. He too, finished the Military Academy in 1939. Being at the Front at Kozienice (51-35N, 21-33E) , on the 17th day of September 1939, refusing to surrender, in a heroic act of self-sacrifice, blew up his anti-tank gun together with himself. (I don’t know if he ever received posthumous medal for this).
   Grand-uncle Adolf had a son, Bogdan, who was an attorney in Warsaw. After the War, he moved to Gdańsk, where he died just three years ago. (1985). So we, I with my son and grandson, are what remain of this line of the Suligowski name.

   Such, in brief, is our lineage. I await with interest, such information as you may possess about the Suligowski family, whether my information was able to help you and what moved you to become interested in my family. Thanking you for your kind wishes, please accept mine for you good health.
All the Best to you and your family.

Regards.

(Mr. Zagorski had since, passed away some years ago and this is the final correspondence we have received on the Suligowski Family History from Poland according to my Father, Leonard).

Also omitted, was any mention of ancestor Ks. J. Dymitr Sulikowski who was seen important enough to be included in, and documented by, Matejko, in his painting of “Batory at Pskow”, where the bearded Ks. J. Dymitr Sulikowski is seen just above Batory’s head, nearly hidden by the tent support-pole, amongst the other famous individuals seen congregating in Batory’s Headquarters tent. Dymitr is one of twenty-nine individuals, in the painting whose name was of any relevance such as Hetman Jan Zamoyski, Hetman Mikołaj Sieniawski, Stanisław Żółkiewski and Batory himself, to be mentioned in the painting’s legend by Matejko.
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Figure 2 Matejko’s painting: "Batory at Pskow” Ks. J. Dymitr Sulikowski with brown beard, next to tentpole just under Batory's shield and lance, above Batory's  hat-plume.
Ties are also mentioned to the Waleski Family, Countess Waleska, being known as the Polish mistress to Napoleon Bonaparte for the sake of Poland. All told, the Sulikowski / Suligowski / Sulkowski family names as well as the Sulima Clan Arms are well-known and documented in Poland’s history.

Unfortunately there was nothing mentioned about our famous Josef Sułkowski, an ADC to Napoleon Bonaparte during the Cairo Campaign, who was distinguished at the Battle of the Pyramids, sent on an archeological expedition (some speculate it was a set-up by Napoleon, to remove a potential rival) and whose death being hacked to pieces, at the hands of an ambush-mob, was famously documented in many books on the subject. It was said, that Napoleon’s lack emotion over losing one of his best Polish officers was noticeably obvious for such a highly decorated officer so close to him.*

(Italics and bold italics above, are mine for emphasis).

* =

· ‘Who was Who in the Napoleonic Wars’, Haythornthwaite, Philip J.,  Arms & Armor/ The Cassell Group, 1998 

· ‘Memoirs of a Polish Lancer’ Chlapowski, Dezydery, Emperor’s Press, Original Edition, 1992 

· ‘Napoleon’s Polish Troops’ Pivka, Otto Von, Osprey Publishing, 1974 

· ‘Poles and Saxons of the Napoleonic Wars’, Nafziger, G., Wesołowski, M., Devoe, T., Emperor’s Press, Original Edition 1991 

· Napoleon (Legiony I Księstwo Warszawskie), Luniński, Ernest, Warszawa, Nakłsd i Druk Tow. AKC. S. Orgelbranda Synόw, (no date). 
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