The Story of ‘Suligowski’s Regiment’ Name
   It is not just believed, but, was a commonly accepted practice to name a particular military unit or regiment after the name of its leader or a famous commander by the leader or commander, or in memory or tribute of a commander or famous name. This was usually done to maintain the esprit de corps of the unit by remembering the commander’s name, whether by his earning it thru such acts of bravery or, some accomplishment or accomplishments by which he may have earned a gallant reputation by his acts of good deeds. In any case it is not uncommon to accept the idea of naming a unit or regiment after its leader or commander.

The facts are the facts…

Message #11314 in the yahoo group Zagloba’s Tavern touches upon this concept by its owner/moderator Rick Orli, under the topic of: “A Question of Regiments and Banners”, in part:  “(…) essentially the king would give a commission to a rotmister (sic)/captain to raise a rota/company or banner/choraongiev (sic). Or, a voioivode (sic)/regional governor would issue a commission – in which case the unit would be in what is considered a ‘private army’ but perhaps should also be considered to have some sort of official ‘national guard’ status (…) Other rich nobles might raise private bodyguard – like units. My understanding is that all commissions for raising troops was at the company/banner level and that a colonel/pulkovnik would in effect get a set of commissions for so many banners. Therefore, the banner was the basic unit. Using private funds to raise military units was considered both the burden/duty and a priviledge of nobility. A colonel was considered the proprieter of a regiment, in almost the same sense of feudal lord, just as the master of an estate has servants in livery, so he has soldiers. (…) He chose the uniform dress, if any, constrained only by custom. (…) Therefore actual field command was usually the job of its Col.pod-pulkovnick. –Rick”

When we apply Rick Orli’s statements to the opening paragraph, we can then understand the tradition of why units were named after someone of importance. In the modern times, as well, we see the similar tradition of naming of a re-enactment unit after its leader’s/commanders’ name. Apparently, despite the protestations of envious, lesser re-enactors, there are actually some fellow re-enactors who agree to and are happy with, the use of Suligowski’s Regiment using the name of its founder/leader/commander, Ryszard Suligowski, of the famous Sulima Herb [or Clan].
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If we follow the tradition of the above statements, it is in the spirit of, or in memory of, or in Homage to, the distinguished and noble name of Sulima-Suligowski, and it can be safely presumed, that its leader/founder is perfectly within his rights and prerogatives to name his re-enactment unit in this fashion, and should be able to do so without cause for concern.

   If any opposition to this noble tradition were to occur from outside sources, and believe that Suligowski’s Regiment should change its name to something (in their opinions), more historically recognizable, such as Czarniecki, or Chodkiewicz, etc. it would surely be dismissed by the current members of Suligowski’s Regiment who actually disagree, and embrace the idea and traditional concept. Additionally, other Regiment members with verified noble ancestry will have their clan shields painted by Rik and displayed in the camp as well…
In most history books, for example, (although he was an excellent commander), Katski was not a well-known entity, except to those around him back in the day. That goes pretty much for most (but not all), Polish commanders (outside of 17th century Polish history). 

   That said, the name Suligowski (original spelling: Sulikowski / Sulkowski), equally, was a well-known and famous name both in, and outside of Poland as well, (if only amongst Polish historical circles). 

Additionally, the Clan of Sulima to which the Suligowski /Sulikowski /Sulkowski name, well documented, is long and distinguished in Polish history. Names such as Zawisza Czarny (Battle of Grunwald) and Josef Sulkowski (ADC to Napoleon in Cairo, whose death was written about), are only two of the famous Polish military names attached to history, that surely deserve to have a unit or banner named in memory of them, not to mention Ziemowid Suligowski, who, on September 17th, 1939 refusing to surrender to enemy forces, blew up his anti-tank gun together with himself, truly an act of heroism, which harkens to the Sienkiewicz hero, Colonel Wolodyjowski. Additionally, Leonard Suligowski, famed Polish Heraldic researcher/painter, who (originally) got the Husaria  re-enactment ball rolling back in the early 1970’s by introducing them to his son, Rik (Sulima-Suligowski) Fox, inspiring Rik to later take up the cause and form his own Hussar unit before anyone else, and aptly named it in the memory of his historically famous ancestors. Not every re-enactor can claim this coveted title. “All would be well-advised, that it is not out of arrogance or pomposity that Suligowski’s Regiment takes its name, but from pure respect of and to, the real, Historical, Sulima-Suligowski ancestors.” 

  So, in these modern times, when forming a re-enactment group and considering its name, it should be up to the re-enactment groups’ founders to name their group whatever they feel is appropriate for their particular representation. Scottish re-enactment groups name their clans after their own personal names, so, what’s the difference? 
   Case in point: There does exist, in the chapel of Khalenberg, documentation of the Sulima Clan/family members being represented among the hussar knights who charged at Vienna, with Suligowski presumably being among them. (Conversely, at the Battle of Yellow Waters, Hetman Potocki actually had the audacity to place his clan arms (in escutcheon) over the colors of the Polish flag! This was a place of honor held only for the king, and not for military commanders to decide).

   It is in this deservedly-so memory and spirit, (along with that of today’s Leonard Suligowski), that the name Suligowski’s Regiment proudly bears its name as the first 17th Century winged hussar re-enactment group in American History, bar none. Rik (Sulima-Suligowski) Fox, has done an Honor to his family name, his ancestors, and his Father, (not to mention the Husaria themselves), which, (aside from being inherently touching), is a most honorable & noble thing anyone can do. 

Sincerely, 

Amen.

